OSWESTRY and DISTRICT ARTS ASSOCIATION

Chairman’s report October 6th 2011

Dear Member

As you know, we have received funding from three of the LJCs and our work of promoting and supporting the Arts has continued. Since the A.G.M. we have had two Executive meetings during which we looked at various items and including applications for funding. 

At the July 6th meeting we awarded three grants. 

The Oswestry Drama Project received a grant of £600.00 to support a community based production of ‘The Tempest’ to be part of the RSC ‘Open Stages’. It is intended to showcase the production in association with the Oswestry Games and Cultural Olympics. It will involve whole community especially those not usually involved in Arts. Huge project. The Arts Association will have high profile role in organising communications between the various organisations. It is a very exciting project and one in which the Association and by association, the LJCs funding partners will be proud of.
 Bronygarth Project received a grant of £226.00. This was a rural heritage project called, ‘After Offa: Living Life along the Border’. Those taking part include schools, community groups, W.I.s, Oswestry Transition Town group, over 60s clubs and many others. A true community affair. The grant completed the funding of the project and with this matched funding recognised the significant contribution of the project to the community and to recognise funding from the Heritage Lottery and support from the Local Joint committee. They had already raised £51,000 and we congratulated them on their diligence and hard work.

Qube received a grant of £250.00.The application asked for £500.00 to fund two, thirty week series of Visual Art Workshops for community members. As these were two new groups as yet to be formed, we decided to fund one of the groups with an option, if it was successful, for Qube to come back and apply for more funding.

At the September 7th meeting we awarded three more grants.
Paintable received a grant of £150.00  The Paintable group – which meets every Monday morning in Qube – was originally started to provide arts facilities for the elderly and those with health or disability difficulties.  It has been going for many years now, usually on rather a shoestring budget, with members generally paying for materials themselves, even though many are retired.

The application was for a set of clip frames so that the group could exhibit their work in a professional manner. The frames would be reusable so would be in use for many seasons and it was envisaged that the frames being in fairly constant use. We felt that this was a very worthwhile request and wish the group every success with their exhibitions.

Figtree received a grant of £335.00 This is an original show of music and story adapted from a novel by the same author which takes place on the Shropshire Hills. The show comes along with an exhibition of original illustrations and taking place at Qube we felt would bring a high profile piece and so attract more visitors to the venue. The presentation was impressive and the benefit would include all areas of the town and district. 

Oswestry Musical Theatre Company received a grant of £1000.00. The OMTC have been granted a licence to perform ‘The Sound of Music’, which has only just become available to amateur companies after being withdrawn for a number of years. This will be a very prestigious show, with a large cast of all ages and bringing audiences from inside and outside the area. It needs a full orchestra and also professional standard staging and costume – the audience will expect this. We feel that to have this very ambitious and exciting project and an amateur premiere of the show in 2012, will enhance the cultural activity in the area and along with the Oswestry Drama Project will bring high profile and quality to the Queen’s Jubilee and Cultural Olympics next year. 

This year, the Executive have decided to have all their meeting s during the day and we feel that so far this has been successful. However, as I say in all my letters to applicants when offering appointments, if this timing is inconvenient, then we will make other arrangements. We do understand work commitments and don’t want any organisation to be disadvantaged by the timing of our meeting.
Over the summer, I have worked closely with our webmaster, Phil Box and I have been very pleased with some of the changes we have made. I am especially pleased that applications can now be made online which makes applying more straightforward and more convenient to those with internet access. However, application forms can still be requested from me and can be made through post – again, no organisation will be left out. 

I hope by next year, we will also have the bursary applications available on line. The Music Festival organisers have kindly agreed again to have application forms for bursaries in their programme and forms will be sent out to the schools and again, applicants will be able to contact me. I would urge all of you who know anyone – of any age – who would benefit from a bursary – to apply to the Association. Applications will be available from February.
We are very grateful to the LJCs of Oswestry, Gobowen, St Martins & Weston Rhyn and St. Oswald’s and Llanymynech for their funding and support but unfortunately the Five Perry Parishes have decided to keep the Arts funding to be used in their area. This does cause us some problems about our area of benefit which I will explain further when we get to item 8 on the agenda. I did write to the Five Perry Parishes – as a parishioner – before their meeting, but had no acknowledgement.
The next meeting of the Executive will be on November 16th and we invite applications to arrive no later than Friday October 28th.

To conclude I would like to thank you all or your support and would like to encourage everyone to use the website to publicise your organisations and to especially publicise your programme of events on our website.

Christine Hughes

Chairman

